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Director Paul King 
Producer David Heyman 
Screenplay Paul King, Simon Farnaby 
Starring Hugh Bonneville, Sally Hawkins, 
Brendan Gleeson, Julie Walters, Jim Broadbent, 
Peter Capaldi, Hugh Grant, Ben Whishaw (voice of 
Paddington) 

Synopsis 
Paddington, happily settled with the Brown family, 
is a popular member of the local community, 
spreading joy wherever he goes. He picks up a 
series of odd jobs to buy the perfect present for his 
Aunt Lucy's 100th birthday, only for the gift to be 
stolen.  Paddington and the Browns must unmask 
the thief. 

How Paddington was created 
On his way home from work on Christmas Eve in 
1956, aspiring writer Michael Bond spied a lonely 
teddy bear on the shelf in a shop window, and took 
it home as a stocking filler for his wife. He called it 
Paddington because they were living near 
Paddington Station at the time.  While musing over 
a typewriter and a blank sheet of paper, he 
wondered idly what it would be like if an 
unaccompanied bear turned up at a railway station 
looking for a home. 

The seeds of the idea had taken root during the 
war when Bond saw newsreels of children being 
sent out from British cities to avoid German 
bombing. "I had memories of children being 
evacuated from London with a label around their 
necks and all their possessions in a suitcase, and 
this became part of Paddington as well," he said. 
"Paddington Bear was a refugee with a label - 
'Please look after this bear. Thank you', and he 
had a little suitcase.” 

The Making of Paddington 2 - Sophie Curtis in 
The Telegraph 
As well as being a creative triumph, Paddington 2 
is a technological feat, pushing the digital artists at 
visual effects house Framestore to achieve new 
heights; it is the first film that the company has 
worked on with a computer-animated animal as 
the lead character.  

Pablo Grillo, animation director at Framestore, said 
the film includes around 600 shots with bears, 
which required 350 people across two countries 
working on the visual effects for three years.  "We 
went into it thinking it would be relatively 
straightforward from a technical point of view but 
actually we were quite surprised how complicated 
it was, and demanding in terms of simulations, 
dealing with fur, a whole variety of conditions – 
such as water, rain and marmalade – and clothes." 

Realism vs charm 
Grillo explained that it can get to a point where an 
animated character is so realistic that it loses its 
appeal, and with a character like Paddington it is 
important to retain a degree of charm.  "The angle 
that we took was to say this has got to be real 
enough that it sits in live action, works with the 
humans, looks photo-realistic in its texture and has 
a lot of anatomical qualities that you’d recognise in 
real bears.  But as soon as you start building a lot 
of detail in, you can lose something that people 
warm to, and I think finding that middle ground and 
keeping the things that people are familiar with is a 
very hard balance to find." 

Paddington and comedy 
The staging and the styling of the film pay homage 
to classic comedy, which presented new 
challenges for Framestore.  Grillo mentioned the 
scene where Paddington gets tangled up in 
sellotape, and described the difficulties of 
simulating sellotape getting stuck to fur. 

However, he said it is always the moments where 
people respond emotionally that have the 
strongest impact. He pointed to a scene in the film 
where Paddington is climbing up inside a chimney, 
and falls just as he gets to the top. "I was in the 
cinema and the whole audience gasped. I wasn’t 
expecting that and I thought, wow, brilliant, that 
worked. When that happens we’ve succeeded," he 
said. 

What the critics said (extracts) 
Ryan Gilbey - The Spectator 
Paddington 2 is quite the treat. A tad frenetic, 
perhaps, with slapstick piled onto snazzy, 
sweeping camera moves and finished off with 
more slapstick.  It is also an anti-Brexit film where 
the villains have the narrowest minds. 

Leonie Cooper - New Musical Express 
Part physical comedy that references the silver 
screen greats – Buster Keaton, Charlie Chaplin, 
Jacques Tati – part heart-string tugging family 
melodrama, part Michael Bay action thriller, part 
Monty Python odd-com and as deeply English as 
the runaway bathtub from Last of the Summer 
Wine, Paddington 2 is a multi-layered delight of a 
movie. 

Peter Bradshaw - The Guardian 
A tremendously sweet-natured, charming, 
unassuming and, above all, funny film with a story 
that just rattles along, powered by a nonstop 
succession of Grade-A gags. The film is pitched 
with insouciant ease and a lightness of touch at 
both children and adults without any self. 
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