
The Bookshop - 2017 - UK - 1h 55m 
Director:  Isabel Coixet 
Writers:  Isabel Coixet (screenplay), 
Penelope Fitzgerald (novel) 
Stars:   Emily Mortimer, Bill Nighy, Hunter 
Tremayne 
Voiceover:   Julie Christie 
Awards: Three Goya Awards, including Best 
Film, Best Director, and Best Adapted Screenplay. 

Synopsis 
A woman in a small town in 1959 England decides, 
against polite but ruthless local opposition, to open 
a bookshop. A decision that becomes a political 
minefield. By exposing the locals to cutting-edge 
literature of the day such as Nabokov’s 'Lolita' and 
Ray Bradbury’s 'Fahrenheit 451', she sows the 
seeds of an awakening in the conservative town. 

Interview with Director and Screenwriter Isabel 
Coixet, in Variety magazine (extracts) 
On Feb. 4, Isabel Coixet became the only women 
to win two Spanish Academy best picture Goyas. 
She did so with The Bookshop, starring Emily 
Mortimer, Patricia Clarkson and Bill Nighy, and in 
2005 with The Secret Life of Words, which she 
also directed, the only English-language film ever 
to win a best picture Goya. 

Someone said that books allow readers to 
discover new realms. Movies too? 
I believe so. Storytelling, through words or images, 
along with love, are both irrefutable proof that a 
human being is an incomplete being. We need 
stories and images to find references and clues to 
live. The discovery of images and the power of 
words change you forever. 

What attracted you to Penelope Fitzgerald’s 
novel? 
The dryness of the style: There was such little 
sentimentality to it when it tackled something that 
could have been very tearful and mushy. Also, 
the heroine; remembering Gustave Flaubert, 
“Madame Bovary is me,” and I thought: “That 
woman is me, in my stubbornness, my naivety in 
thinking that what you’re doing helps a little, a 
nanoparticle making this world better. And how 
these sentiments are damaged by a wave of 
hatred, couldn’t-care-less-ness and rejection. 

The Bookshop turns on books and love. What’s 
the relation? 
Books link many people in many ways. Only a few 
books are mentioned in The Bookshop.  However, 
Florence’s recommendation for Edmund [Nighy], 
Fahrenheit 451, is not casual. It was one of the 
books that marked my adolescence. The voiceover 
in The Bookshop is Julie Christie’s. I offered it to 
her as a tribute to Truffaut’s movie. (Christie 

starred in the 1966 Francois Truffaut adaptation of 
the novel). 

What was it like to shoot with Emily Mortimer, 
Patricia Clarkson and Bill Nighy? 
A big pleasure. When I see Emily’s works I always 
end up asking myself why she isn’t the main 
character. She is delicate, sharp and very smart. 
Bill has a great ironic sense of humour, is 
intelligent and very generous. I had planned to 
shoot the story told by the letters between 
Florence and Edmund in a different way, but 
decided to have a three-minute shot of Bill reading 
the letters with Florence’s voiceover of what she 
wrote. 
  
Did you incorporate substantial changes in the 
adaptation? 
There are some aspects of the book that I decided 
not to include because they could deflect attention 
in a film story. In the book there’s a supernatural 
presence, for instance, beautifully and precisely 
developed. I also felt the need to inject some fresh 
new air and hope at the end. 

What the Critics said (extracts) 
Peter Bradshaw - The Guardian 
Isabel Coixet brings an interesting, unsentimental 
detachment to this odd tragicomedy of provincial 
life. She refuses the familiar grace notes of 
comedy and sugary romance in favour of 
something more awkward and angular. 
It is a strange, subdued film, interestingly 
perceptive on conformism and philistinism as a 
way of life, and on the disconcerting wiles the 
inhabitants use in order to thwart Florence’s 
entirely reasonable plans. 

Geoffrey Macnab - The Independent 
An exercise in cosy heritage cinema with an edge.  
At times it may seem off-key but there is an irony 
and originality here. 

Michael O’Sullivan  The Washington Post 
The Bookshop is like the best classic novels - 
meant to be savoured, not summarised 
It’s a strange film: small, sad (without being tragic) 
and yet sweet without being syrupy.  It’s hard to 
know exactly what to make of The Bookshop. It 
isn’t really a love story (except if you count the love 
of reading). And it isn’t really a story about a place 
or time where books are truly in jeopardy,  
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