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Synopsis 
After a fire destroys the Globe Theatre, William 
Shakespeare retires to his family home in 
Stratford. Haunted by the death of his only son, 
Hamnet, he struggles to mend the broken 
relationship with his wife and daughters and is 
ruthlessly forced to examine his own failings as a 
husband and father. 

Some lesser-known facts about The Bard 
Shakespeare’s parents 
Shakespeare was one of eight children of John 
Shakespeare and Mary Arden. John had many 
jobs including being a glover, tanner of leathers 
and farmer.   

Most of his family were illiterate 
Despite Shakespeare’s eloquence and flair for 
the English language, it is believed most of his 
family were illiterate. John used a pair of glovers' 
compasses as his signature, while Mary used a 
running horse, but it did not prevent them from 
becoming important members of the community. 
John Shakespeare was elected to a multitude of 
civic positions, including alderman which entitled 
him to free education for his children at the 
Stratford Grammar School. 

Although he left school at 14, he had a classical 
education

Stratford Grammar school had a demanding 
curriculum geared to teaching pupils Latin, both 
spoken and written. The boys studied authors 
such as Terence, Virgil, and Horace in their 
original Latin. We can see the influence of these 
Classical writers, particularly Ovid, in 
Shakespeare’s poems and plays. 


The ‘lost years’  
Shakespeare's daily activities after he left school 
and before he re-emerged as a professional 
actor in the late 1580s are impossible to trace. 
Suggestions that he might have worked as a 
schoolmaster or lawyer, or glover with his father 
and brother, Gilbert, are all plausible. So too is 
the argument that Shakespeare studied intensely 
to become a master at his literary craft, and 
honed his acting skills while traveling and visiting 
playhouses outside of Stratford. But it is from this 
period known as the "lost years", that we obtain 
one vital piece of information about 
Shakespeare: aged 18 he married a pregnant 
orphan named Anne Hathaway, eight years his 
senior.  

Everyday phrases 
Aside from introducing an estimated 3,000 words 
into the English language, there are also 
everyday phrases The Bard coined that we still 
use today, 400 years later - if it wasn’t for 
Shakespeare we wouldn’t be saying, “heart of 
gold”, “wild goose chase”, “faint-hearted”, “break 
the ice” or “love is blind”. 

Savvy businessman 
Known for the 37 plays he wrote, Shakespeare 
was also a savvy businessman with a few 
properties to his name. These properties include 
New Place (which can still be visited today), a 
cottage and acres of farm land in Stratford-Upon-
Avon, and a gatehouse in London. He also had 
his eye on shares and was a shareholder in the 
Globe theatre and Blackfriars theatre, according 
to the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust. 

We might have been spelling his name wrongly 
all along 
Spellings of the playwright’s name vary in 
different records. The one we use today is the 
most common; however his name was also 
printed as “Shappere” and “Shaxberd”. According 
to History.Com, the man himself never actually 
signed his name using the spelling we use today. 

There are no direct descendants of Shakespeare 
alive today 
None of his children had offspring that survived 
infancy. There may be descendants of the Bard’s 
sister Joan. 

What the Critics said (extracts) 
Alexandra Pollard - Independent

A boldly fanciful but nuanced portrait of 
Shakespeare’s final years. Kenneth Branagh and 
Ben Elton might have played fast and loose with 
the truth, but they have created something bold 
and contemporary.


Jeannette Catsoulis - New York Times

While All Is True might not brim with excitement, 
it’s beautifully acted, richly photographed (by 
Zac Nicholson) and blessedly free of histrionics. 
Between them, Branagh and Elton have 
concocted a respectful story of loss, regret and 
wistful genius.


Lewis Knight - Mirror

All Is True is just what you would want for a 
Shakespeare biopic directed by Kenneth 
Branagh - it's touching and impeccably well-
acted, with great turns from the director and on-
screen wife Judi Dench. 
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