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Synopsis 
A struggling musician realises he's the only 
person on Earth who can remember The Beatles 
after waking up in an alternate timeline where they 
never existed.


Danny Boyle and Richard Curtis interviewed 
about the film (from Rolling Stone magazine) 
The idea for the film originated with writer Jack 
Barth, but when Curtis heard about it, he wanted to 
do a version. “I said I loved the idea, and could I 
get permission to write my own script?  I thought it 
was a wonderful way to make a film about music.”  

How could they use so many Beatles songs in one 
movie?  
All you need is cash! Curtis was told early on that 
including Beatles material in a movie would be 
feasible, since the recordings would be covers and 
not the more expensive and harder-to-license 
original recordings. “I’m not sure I would have 
written a whole film if I hadn’t been reassured that 
we had permission,” says Curtis. He sent the script 
to Sony/ATV, which controls the Beatles’ 
publishing, and the Beatles’ company, Apple 
Corps, who all liked the concept and script. For an 
undisclosed fee a deal was agreed that allowed 
the filmmakers to use any 15 songs of their 
choosing from the Beatles’ catalogue. 

Why did they only choose the biggest hits, like 
“Help!” and “Yesterday” but not “Sexy Sadie” or 
“Rain”?  
Simply to ram home the premise of the movie. “It’s 
such a huge catalogue, and the joke of the film is 
that the songs are so famous and no one knows 
them,” says Curtis. “I adore ‘This Boy’ and the 
lesser ones, but the whole point is that he plays 
‘Yesterday’ or ‘The Long and Winding Road’ and 
no one knows it! 

Did the Beatles have to sign off on the script? 
No, but since the film ends with an actual 
recording of one of their songs, they did have to 
approve its usage in the scene. Luckily, 
representatives for Paul McCartney, Ringo Starr 
and the John Lennon and George Harrison estates 
were fine with it. 

How does Yesterday aim to affect the Beatles’ 
legacy? 
The Beatles are hardly fading but alerting 
millennials to their existence was in the minds of 

all involved, especially Sony/ATV, which actively 
looks for ways to refresh its catalogue. Brian 
Monaco, Global Marketing Chief, admitted “When 
we read the script, we weren’t sure at first that it 
would work,“But then we realised it could benefit 
the Beatles’ catalogue and introduce them to a 
new generation. Not only that, plans to turn 
Yesterday into a Broadway musical are already 
underway.  Boyle added, “We’ve done some test 
screenings, and you meet people who say they 
don’t know the songs. But on some level, I think 
they do. One of my theories about this stuff is that 
it’s passed down whether you’re aware of it or not. 
Most of these songs are already in people in some 
way.” 

What does Paul McCartney say about it? 
“When Richard Curtis wrote to me with the idea I 
thought, ‘This is a terrible idea’, but I couldn’t tell 
him, so I said, ‘Well, that sounds interesting - good 
luck.  I didn’t think anything more of it until 
someone said Danny Boyle would direct it, so then  
I thought, ‘They must think they can pull it off.’ “ 

“After it was made,I was asked if I wanted to see a 
screening, but I said to (wife) Nancy,‘Let’s go, you 
and me, on a date to the cinema’”  He continued: 
“We were in the Hamptons in the summer and 
there it was, so we got two tickets and walked in 
when the cinema went dark. Only a couple of 
people saw us. We were in the back row, giggling 
away, especially at all the mentions of Paul 
McCartney. A couple of people in front of us 
spotted us, but everyone else was watching the 
film. We loved it”. 

What the critics said (extracts) 
Peter Bradshaw - The Guardian 
Although this film can be a bit hokey and 
uncertain on narrative development, the puppyish 
zest and fun summoned up by Curtis and Boyle 
carry it along in a magical mystery tour of a world 
without the Beatles


Clarisse Loughrey- Independent

The film is frequently sharp and funny in its 
observations, while Boyle directs the musical 
performances with enough gleeful energy to keep 
the momentum up. 


Dave Calhoun - Time Out
Like the best Beatles songs, Yesterday also leaves 
us with a lingering sense of melancholy after the 
melody fades. In the end, though, it’s the music 
that carries it: how can you resist such a full-
throated, playful celebration of some of the best 
songs ever recorded? You can’t!

Film notes by Jane Gillon
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